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In the name of God,
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

e o (S EALS BB gl o Ly @ pl€ o) e T G

‘O mankind! If you have a doubt about
the Resurrection, (consider) that We
created you out of dust...”

QUR’AN (22:5)
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“From dust we were created, to dust we will
return. May we become the source of delight for

our Father of Dust.”
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The Covenant
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: ."Fulﬁll My covenant [upon you] that I will fulfill your covenant

“So Alldh (swt) asked them, 'Am
| not your Lord?" All of them
replied, 'Why not!" Then Alldh
(swt) asked, 'ls Muhammad not
My messenger?' They all replied,

'Indeed, he is.'

Then He (swt) asked, 'ls Ali not
the chief and the ruler of the
believers?' So all the creatures
refused and were arrogant of your
wilayah. They disobeyed except
for some few people and they are
very few and it is they, who are on
the right hand.”

-Hayat Al-Qulub Vol.3
Muhammad Baqir Majlisi

SURAH AL-BAGARAH, VERSE: 40"

[from Me], and be afraid‘of [oniy] Me >

“The Divine
Revelation did
declare your
commissioned
leadership, and
the Messenger
made a covenant
with the people
(that they would
be under your

leadership).”

-Ziyarat al Ghadeer
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Prolouge

“What blame would people place upon me if [ were to name you as
‘Abu Turab’ You are my brother, and my Vizier and my Caliph among
my family. You will fulfill my debts and my responsibilities. The one
who loves you during my life-time, I shall judge Paradise for him, and
the one who loves you after my lifetime, Alldh (swt) would seal the
security, and the faith for him..."

-Prophet Muhammad (s)

he Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (a), is known by
numerous different epithets. Whether they are present in
the Noble Qur‘an, were givento him by Rasulullah (s) oreven
chosen by himself, all are testimonials to his phenomenal
personality. These titles not only reflect the multiple dynamics of his
unmatched characteristics, but they also unveil secrets of his life.

The title “Father of Dust”, also known as “Abu Turab”, is a thought
provoking title that was gifted to Amirul Momineen (a) by Rasulullah
(s). It is not only the most elegant and noble title of Imam Ali (a) but
was also amongst his favorites. While tying it up with one of the
integral elements, which our Creator has used for His creation, the
Prophet (s) has indicated the mysterious virtues of Imam Ali (a). This
also reflects the immense love and trust in their relationship. Similar
to how the farmer carefully cultivates the land before sowing the
seed, Rasulullah’s (s) diligent guidance throughout Imam Ali’s (a) life,
prepared him to carry all the essential knowledge to lead the Ummah
after him (s). However, it is clear that Rasulullah (s) knew how many
would misunderstand the merits of Amirul Momineen (a) through this
name.

"llal al-sharayi’ (Volume: 1, Ch:125, Hadith:4)

10 | The Father of Dust
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Dust (Turab) has played a powerful role in the existence of the vast
universe, including mankind. Its significance is shown in the creation of
Adam (a) and in the reference to the Day of Judgement. Both encapsulate
the concepts around wilayah (the concept of Divine leadership).

Similar to Imam Ali (a), this element also has many different names. Some
would call it clay in the creation of Adam (a) and others would long to
be a dust particle on the Day of Judgement. Whereas in between these
two events, it changes its form to be recognized as soil, a crucial asset to
sustain life on Earth. This book will highlight some of these various phrases
to assist in understanding parts of Imam Ali's (a) complex personality.

Sheikh al-Sadooq in his book llal al-sharayi’, explains the merits of the
name “Abu Turab”. He reports that once Abayah ibn Rab'i asked Ibn
Abbas as to why the Holy Prophet (s) addressed Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) as
"Abu Turab"?

He replied, “Because Ali (a) is the master of the Earth and Alldh’s proof
upon its inhabitants after him (s). Through Ali (a) is its survival and due
to him (a) is its stability.” Ibn Abbas further explained, “I have heard from
the Holy Prophet (s) that on the Last Day, upon seeing the reward and
benevolence prepared for Shias of Ali (a) by God Almighty, the infidel
will say: ‘O! | wish | were dust!’ i.e | wish | was one of the Shias of Ali (a).”
These words of the Prophet (s) are in reference to the following verse:

i3 &l a8 15 380 Uyl
‘And the disbeliever will say: Oh, I wish that I were dust!’
(Surah An-Naba, Verse, 40)

The infidels would long to come under the protection of Imam Ali (a) on
that Day of Judgement and would feel like orphans. However, nothing
will benefit them then, as they had rejected their spiritual father during
the time that they had spent on earth.

Before discerning the connection of this title with Imam Ali (a) one must
perceive the relationship of the farmer with his land. In the context of the
Abu Turab, Imam Ali (a) was continuously and carefully trained by the
Holy Prophet (s) to receive such divine duties. | 11
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As arable land goes through the process of tillage by the farmer, Imam
Ali (a) was showered with divine knowledge and guidance of the Holy
Prophet (s) that enabled him to receive and protect the seed of religion
on the Day of Ghadeer. This process of protection and giving life to the
religion is tied with the system of wilayah thatinitiates with Imam Ali (a).

Indeed the true secret behind the meaning of “Father of Dust” lies with
Allah (swt) and the Masomeen (a), but perhaps Rasulullah (s) wanted to
remind us about our pledge and connection to the Father of Dust. We
often forget that the pledge we had given—when Alldh (swt) created
our souls (7:172)-is being tested the moment we gain life within our
dusty frames till we return to our dusty final abodes.

Perhaps he (s) wanted us to understand that accepting the wilayah of
Amirul Momineen (a) will give humans a purpose and meaning in their
life. A life in which humans embark on a straight path to reach the peak
of servitude.

Inthis life we are given the opportunity to become incredible individuals
by unlocking our potential. However, without embracing the wilayah,

can we truly come under the guardianship of the Father of Dust?

We pray this book, with the blessings of Allah, will help us in reaching
closeness to “Abu Turab” so we come under his protection in this world

and the Hereafter.
@%f 74+

. D«/{@'ﬂ[ 7443 AH.

“Rejoice therefore in the pledge which you have
made; and that is the mighty achievement.”

- Ziyarat al Ghadeer
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12 | The Father of Dust
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-ALI IBN ABI

Nahjul Balagha, Sermon # 155




Guidance

Once a seed is sowed in the soil, it goes through the process of
germination during which certain factors (Oxygen, Heat, Water and
Temperature) need to be maintained. Some are controlled within the
soil, whereas the other factors are dependent on divine intervention for
a successful process.

While being the Father of Dust, Amirul Momineen (a) held on to the
trust of Alldh and under the care of divine guidance he strategized his
position after the demise of the Holy Prophet (s). Similarly, soil maintains
an optimal temperature that aids the seed to ground its roots.

Once Imam Ali's (a) rightful leadership was denied by the people, he
became the only source of guidance for all. Aside from being the leader
of the Ummah, an Imam is also a guide for all of Alldh’s creation. It is
the responsibility of the Imam to remain approachable on all occasions
and direct the creation towards the straight path. The Imam remains in
constant actions and maintains the optimal surroundings to protect the
religion at all times.

To many, it seems that in the span of 25 years after the Prophet (s), Imam
Ali (a) sat quietly and didn't showcase any activities for the religion.
In reality, it was him who was continuously maintaining, guiding and
protecting the seed of religion. Those who were sitting on the pulpits
also knew that without the immense guidance of Amirul Momineen (a),
the religion would crumble because of their deeds. Hence, it was always
the door of Imam Ali (a) that they resorted to for guidance, at times of
their difficulties.

In the Noble Qur'an, the Almighty Allah (swt) has referred to Amirul
Momineen (a) as His straight path, the rightly guided and as the source
through which He channels His divine guidance to those who seek.
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',‘ Surah & Verse Words Meaning
)
/A Al-Fatiha:6 aaizd) Ll The Straight Path
‘éi Al-Bagarah:2 S EST) The Book
W .
’ A‘ Al-Baqgarah:38 Glaa My Guidance
& An-Nisa: 174 Gud 136} A Clear Light
Al-Maidah:13 «Ki The Words
) ) ., | They are the ones whom
Al-Anam:90 4l gaa Gyl Clidsl | Alldh has guided.
Al-An'am:122 1595 A Light
Al-An'am:153 Ldiius Joluo My Straight Path
Taha: 126 LT Our Signs
Taha: 127 45 ol The Signs of his Lord.
) s .. F The possessors of the
biall Gl right path, and who is
Taha: 135 a4y (Sgid [rightly] guided.’
Al-Mu'minun:10 Sod 3l The Inheritors

Al-Mu'minun:11

935801 O3 ndd!

Who shall inherit paradise.

An-Nur:54

dgaddas

If you obey him.
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The Straight Path of Alléh
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Gulde us to the stralght path (6)

Surah Alf.Fatiha.(Vérse:' ﬁi

The Noble Qur'an not only begins with the introduction of the
Almighty, but also mentions a beautiful dua that is presented in
the verse above. This verse indicates that there will always remain
a path of guidance for humanity. It is for us to take initiative to be
guided, and follow that straight path to reap the benefits from the
light of Divine guidance. The Holy Prophet (s) had directed us in his
last sermon as to who is qualified for the leadership and who should
people adhere to after him.

In respect to this verse, Abu Basir narrates from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq
(a) who said,

“It refers to the path and knowledge of the Imam.”

Abu Basir also said, "My father related to me from Hammad, from
Imam Sadiq (a) that 'The straight path' refers to The Commander of
the Faithful (a)."

It is also mentioned in Bihar al-Anwar, (v. 24, p.11, no. 3) that Imam
Jafar al-Sadiq (a) had said, “There are two paths, a path in this world
and a path in the Hereafter. As for the path that is in this world, it is
the Imam towards whom obedience is obligatory; he who knows him
in this world and follows his guidance will pass the path, which is a
bridge over hell in the Hereafter; and he who does not know him in
this world, his foot will stumble over the path in the Hereafter, so it

|II

falls in the fire of hell.
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Guldance for the Godwary

ThIS is the Book about which there isno doubt a gu1dance fo ho:

consc10us of Allah .
 Surah Al-Baqarah, Versezt

Allah (swt) has concealed many of His divine secrets within the Noble
Qur'an. This book carries the prescription to cure the darkness of
ignorance. Although anyone can seek benefits from this book, the
secrets of this book can only be unlocked with the right key. This key
is Godwariness. Those who are Godwary, remain conscious about
the Creator in all of their actions and adhere to their pledges—this
pledge was reminded, delivered and renewed on the Day of Ghadeer.
Therefore, once the lock is opened, the divine guidance seeps through
this book and rests in those hearts that are purified with the wilayah of
Amirul Momineen (a)-for he (a) is the medium of guidance for creation.

ER R R R R R R R R R R R R R R AR R R E R R 2 0 e g g g
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Al-Ayyashi reported from some of his companions from Imam Jafar al-
Sadiq (a) who explained this verse in the following words, “Ali's Book,
in which there is no doubt, is a guidance to the Godwary.” He added,

"The Godwary are our Shi‘a, our partisans, who
believe in the Unseen, establish prayer, spend
what we have provided them with, and

disseminate what we have taught them.”

“You all are the

Imams, rightly

guiding,
well-guided,
infallible...(Allah)
equipped you with

His guidance.”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera
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‘And when ' comes to you from Me, Whoever follows
. - there willbe no fear concermng them nor W111

they grieve.”

" Surah Al-Bagarah, Verse: 38

It is reported in Tafsir Al-Ayyashi from
Jabir who said, "l asked Abu Ja'far (a)
about the inward commentary of the
above verse. Imam Muhmmad Bagqir
(a) replied,

“Peace be upon

‘Guidance refers to Imam Ali (a).™ the Imams, the

Al-Bursi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas in heralds,
respect to the meaning of this verse the leaders
that he said, "Guidance refers to Ali ibn ’

Abi Talib (a). As to His words, the g‘uides."

‘Rather We have brought them
their reminder’, (23:71), they refer
to Ali (a) too."

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera
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A Clear Light
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O mankmd there has come to you a concluswe proof from your Lord
and We have sent down to you a clear hght -
i Surah An- lea Verse 174

In the Noble Qur'an the Almighty has referred to the Imams as the
clear light in various places (2:17, 5:15,10:5, 42:52 etc). One of the
characteristics of light is that it enlightens surfaces regardless of its
intensity. Coincidentally, light is also a medium which is widely used by
mankind to measure the distances between and within the universes.
Light rays are an integral source of life for all living organisms, as is
wilayah. Additionally, the word ‘Nur’—that is used in various verses in the
context of transitioning from the darkness of ignorance to the light of
guidance—is always mentioned in the singular form. It not only signifies
its origination from Allah, but further links the chain of wilayah to the
Creator. In relation to the light of the Prophet (s) and Ahlul Bayt (a), they
are ONE light, coming from ONE source. Our first is Muhammad (a),
our middle is Muhammad (a), and our last is Muhammad (a).

If one keeps these qualities of light in mind, it becomes evident that
Alldh (swt) wants to remind us that our spiritual survival is linked through
the Imams, and their light isn't limited to this planet alone. Their light
illuminates the entirety of galaxies, those far beyond the observable
universe. The Imams are the holders of the Almighty’s guidance and
they guide everyone during their period. However, only those who
remain in the right frame of wilayah can understand and absorb the
light of guidance to enlighten their souls. As for others, although the
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light reaches them, their ignorance from wilayah deflects that light
and pushes them aways from the course of the straight path.

This is comparable to how soil works when the seed is planted. The
soil microbes move and produce their magic to crack open the seed
and bring about new life. Although, if the seed is dead inside or won't
accept the process, it will never reach its true form. Similarly, those
who accept Abu Turab and trust his authority will be able to utilize
the guidance from the Imam of time (atf) and will gain salvation.

Itis mentioned by Ayyashi, once Abd Allah ibn Sulayman asked Imam
Jafar al-Sadiq (a) about this verse. The Imam (a) reffered ‘proof from
your Lord’ to Prophet Muhammad (a) and ‘the light' to Imam Ali (a).

Ali ibn lbrahim reported that the light is the Imamate of the
Commander of the Faithful (a). Then he (the Imam) said,"As for those
who believe in God and hold fast to Him, He will admit them to His
mercy and grace."

The Imam (a) further explained that they are those who stick to the
friendship of Ali, the Commander of the Faithful and the Imams (a).

“I am the light of
“Allah created

you as lights...
you are the light from which Moses

lights. I am that light

of the borrowed guidance.”

upright ones.” -Imam Ali (a)

-Ziyarat . 3 4 : £ ermon of the Gulf)]

Jamia al Kabeera
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The Forgotten Words

g ,So for thetr breakmg of the covenant We cursed them and made thelr
i_',hearts hard They alter- words from their [proper} usages and havef’

‘ forgotten a portlon of that of which they were remmded

Surah Al-Maidah, Verse: 13

It has been made clear in the Noble Qur'an that those who have broken
their covenants would never be able to understand or receive the
guidance of God as He (swt) has closed their hearts. This concept has
been repeated many times in the Book. An example of which can be
found in (63:3) which refers to the Munafigeen. The Almighty says,

“That is because they believed, and then they disbelieved;
so their hearts were sealed over, and they do not

understand (63:3).”

Ali ibn Ibrahim reported about this verse that the Imam (a) said, “That is
breaking the pledge of the Commander of the Faithful. About His words,
‘We... made their hearts hard, they alter words from their context’, Alldh
(swt) has referred to those who made the Commander of the Faithful to
turn away from his (rightful) place.”

As for Imam Ali's (a) reference as "Words”, it is also supported in another
verse i.e ‘And He made it a word remaining among his (lbrahim's)
descendants that they might return [to it] (43:28)", where it is referred
to Imamate.
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The Light of Guldance
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Can he who was dead, to Whom We gave life, and prov1ded h1m
2 hght by which he walks amongst men, be like h1m who 1s in the
: depths of darkness from which he can never come out7 Thus to
those Wlthout faith their own deeds seem pleasmg
pia  Surah Al-An'arﬁ, Verse: 122

As recorded in al-Ayyashi, Burayd al-ljli reported the following
conversation with Imam Muhammad Bagir (a) for this verse:

Imam (a): “Do you know what the meaning of ‘dead person’is ?"
Burayd: “May | be your ransom! No indeed!”

Imam (a): “The dead person is the one who knows nothing, so we gave
him life through this affair (i.e. our friendship and guardianship).”

Then the Imam (a) recited this verse. “...provided him with a light by which
he walks amongst men” and said, “That is an Imam whom he takes as an
example.” Burayd further asked, “What about His words, ‘Like him who is
in the depths of darkness, from which he can never come out?”

Imam Bagjir (a) signaled by hand and said: “Like this creation that does
not know the Imam (a).”

In another narration Imam Muhammad Bagir (a) said: “The dead person
is one who does not recognise this authority; and a light is an Imam
whom he can follow, meaning Ali ibn Abi Talib (a)."
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The Path of Success
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And thlS is My stratght path so follow it; and do not follow [otheri

i Ways for you. will be separated from His Way Thls has He 1nstructed”f
you that you may become nghteous ; v
a4 e e ' Surah Al-An'am, Verse:.153.
In the narration as reported in al-
Ayyashi, Imam Muhammad Bagqir (a)
explained to Burayd al-ljli that (My
straight path) means Friendship with
Ali and the executors, whereas (so
follow it) refers to following Imam Ali
(a) and (do not follow [other] ways) is
pointed towards the friendship with
so-and-so and so-and-so.

Ali ibn lbrahim reported from Abu
Basir who narrated from Imam
Muhammad Bagqir (a) that he (a) said:
“We are the way, so he who refuses
these ways has verily disbelieved.”
Whereas Abu Hamza al-Thumali
narrated from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a)
that once he asked for an explanation
for this verse so the Imam (a) replied, Faithful, Ali (a)." *

‘The straight path is
the Commander of the

“It's by God, Ali. He is, by God, the
path and the scale.”

-Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a)
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A Supreme Sign of the Creator
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[Aﬁah Il W111 say, “Thus d1d Our SIgns come to you and you forgot
them and thus will you this Day be forgotten.” (126) And thus do We
recompense he who transgressed and did: not beheve in the 31gns of:
1 h}&s Lord.. (127) : :

' Surah Taha, Verses: 126 & 127

It is the immense mercy of the Creator through which He provided
a means of guidance for the creation in the form of 12 Imams. They
are the most significant manifestations of our Lord. The system of
‘Imamate’ that He established, after the Prophethood, is the sign of
His grace and everlasting wisdom. The Almighty created this chain
of guidance so no one on the Day of Judgement could bring an
argument that he was left without a guide. As Alldh (swt) clearly
mentioned the role of the Imam in Surah Ar-Ra’'d (13:7),

“You are only a warner (Munzir) and (there is) a guide (Haad) for
every people.”

This verse which is revealed in the honor of Imam Ali (a), is a
significant indication that there will always be a divine guide, who
will carry the authority to lead and guide everyone in every era.

With reference to the above verses of Surah Taha, Abu Basir
reported the following conversation from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a),
in which Imam (a) explained to him the matter of wilayah in the

following way.
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Imam (a): “This verse ‘And whoever turns away from My
remembrance - indeed, he will have a depressed
life...(20:124)" refers to the friendship of the
Commander of the Faithful.

Abu Basir: “What about His words: 4
‘and on the Day of Resurrection We
shall raise him blind’? (20:124)"

Imam (a): “"He is blind (with respect to the
sense of sight)inthe Hereafterandisblind
(with respect to the heart) in this world

to the friendship of the Commander of

the Faithful. He will also be perplexed

on the Day of Resurrection and will ask

the Almighty: "'Why have You raised me
blind, though | used to see?" ”

Then Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a) recited the
aforementioned verses (20:126-127) and said the
following words.

“The Almighty will respond to him,

with the words that are mentioned in

these verses, saying, ' So itis. Our signs

came to you." O Abu Basir, the signs refer to
the Imams (a).”

"Whoever is not guidea by you (Ali), has

never found the way to Allah or to me."
- Prophet Muhammad
-Ziyarat al Ghadeer
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Inhentors of Paradlse
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‘ ‘ It 13 they Who w111 be the inheritors, (10) who shall mhent paradlse

an.d will remain in it [fo_rever].( 9
v L ~ Surah Al-Mu'minun, Verses: 10611

The guidance of the Imams is a guaranteed path to success. The Imams
are the inheritors of paradise and are the most revered intermediaries
between God and us. One can surely achieve paradise, by simply
following their path and acting upon their guidance.

However, it is essential to know ourselves well to attain their guidance.
Being the receptors of guidance requires self control and the ability
to adapt. One has to negate their own thought processes for the
implementation of an action, and remain humble whilst seeking help
from the Divine.

Thereafter, those who sincerely seek the help from these heavenly
authorities and whose hearts carry the love of the Ahlul Bayt (a), receive
this guidance. To many, the guidance might not give a straightforward
message. However, upon reflection, one can find a foolproof solution to
his problems. This solution can safeguard him from the tricks of Satan.

Shaykh al-Tusi mentioned a narration from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a)
who reported from his father (a) about the account of the birth of the
Commander of the Faithful. He (a) said, “When Rasulullah (s) held Imam
Ali(a)in his arms, he (a) opened his eyes, trembled with joy, laughed and
sent his salutation to the Prophet (s).
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Then Imam Ali (a) sought God's permission and recited the first 11
verses of Surah Al-Mu'minun. Thereafter, Rasulullah (a) said:

'O Ali! Mumineen are prosperous through you. You are, by God,
their commander. You give them your knowledge, so they are
conveyed for themselves. You are, by God, their guide, and

through you, they are guided.”

“Through you can the way to Paradise

be taken”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera
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A Shepherd of Guidance

%02%} uu.l‘ &M.J\ Y‘ Jj..w).” u‘.c. Lnjc‘j}’ /l‘}j.uja_viu!j

And if you obey him, you will be gu1ded and the Apostles duty 1s

'ﬁ':orrly to commumcate in clear terms - :
; - Surah An-Nur, Verse: 54

Throughout his life, The Holy Prophet (s) reminded the Ummah on
various occasions that the guidance of Amirul Momineen (a) is similar
to his(s). The one who obeys him (a), will triumph. Similar to a shepherd,
Imam Ali (a) protected and diligently guided people; especially those
who were able to recognise his authority after the Prophet’s (s) tragic
Amirul Momineen (a) never discriminated in
providing guidance to anyone who
reached his doorstep. As the holder
of Alldh’s authority, he exercised His
mercy to benefit many and kept the
doors of guidance open to all.

demise.

In respect to this verse, Isa ibn
Dawud al-Najjar reported from Imam
Musa al-Kadhim (a) who narrated
from his father (a) who said, “...Upon
you rests, what is laid on you of the

covenants which God has taken with you in
respect to Amirul Momineen Ali (a). He (swt) has made clear to you in
the Qur'an concerning obedience to him (a) through His words:

'If you obey him, you will be guided.’ That is,

if you obey Ali (a), you will be guided.”
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May He grant me success
in obedience to you,...and
make me of those who
are tracking your
footsteps,

taking your path,
following your guidance.

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera.
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The nghtly Gulded
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'fjv’,'They are the ones whom- AIlah has gulded SO folloW the1r i

. guldance Say T do not ask you any Tecompense for it; It lS ]ust an

fadmo(ntlon for all the nat1ons ~ S
’ “Surah Al‘rArg'am,' -Verse;; 90 _

Innately, mankind seeks guidance to gain success in the affairs of this
temporary world. Attaining guidance from the correct source is the
indication of willingness, patience, and focus that results in completion
of the goal.

For the ease of His creation, Almighty Alldh (swt), out of His grace &
immense mercy, made Muhammad (s) as the Prophet to warn and chose
Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) as a guardian to guide all (13:7). He (swt) appointed
them before bringing out His creation into existence to complete His
argument on everyone. This guidance was present-before the existence
of ignorance-and will remain till the last day.

As this divine guidance flows from the purest source, the transferring
mechanism should also be impeccable and perfect in its nature.
Therefore, for achieving success in eternal life, Allah (swt) has directed
us to the Amirul Momineen (a) and the Imams.

“(The Imams) are the arguments of Allah against
the inhabitants of the world, the Hereafter, and the

former world.”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera
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The veils of His guidance are only lifted through these infallible Imams-
who carefully guide the creation while adhering to the will of Allédh
(swt). This process of channeling the divine guidance, is protected and
purified by the Creator. Through this pure chain, the success of mankind
is guaranteed.

In addition, the Almighty has also made the guidance boundless to the
limits of space and time, so all of His creation can benefit from it. It's
the only source to strengthen our spiritual connection which ensures
our prosperity for this world and the next. Therefore, true success is
concealed in following the guidance of these infallibles Imams (a) which
will bring and keep us on the right path.

It is recorded in Tafsir al-Ayyashi that once Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a)
mentioned the above verse to a man who was directed to him (a) by Abd
Alldh b. al-Hasan (al-Mahd). The man had some questions regarding Hajj.

Imam (a) answered all of his questions and told him, “l am amongst those
about whom God said in His book..."”, and then he (a) recited this verse.

“Peace be upon
the Imams,

directors of

right guidance.”

-Ziyarat

Jamia al Kabeera
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Possessors of the Right Path
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Say Everyone [of us] is waiting. So wa1t| Soon you will know who are

the possessors of the: nght path and who is [nghtly] gulded

Surah Taha Verse 135 \

Muhammad ibn al Abbas narrated from authent|c sources from Imam
Muhammad Bagqir (a), who said, “Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) is the possessor of
the right path. He is guided, who is guided to our friendship.”

In another narration Isa ibn Dawud reported from Imam Musa al-Kadhim
(a), who said, “I asked my father about this verse. He said, ‘The path is al-
Qa'im and the (rightly) guided is one who is guided to obedience toward
him. Asisthe case with His words mentioned in the Noble Qur'an, (20:82).
The Almighty has said, ‘Surely | am All-Forgiver toward him who repents,
believes and acts righteously, and then is guided’. He said, ‘'That means
guided to our friendship.”

Since this life is created as a test for mankind, Allah (swt) has kept the door
of mercy and guidance open—and provided us the free will to understand
this true path. Those who ponder on the verses of the Noble Qur'an with
open heart, will be guided to recognise the wilayah of the divine leaders
(i.e possessors of the Siraat). Otherwise, shame and Hellfire will reach
those—on the Day of Judgement-who wouldn't have recognised their
right nor truly accepted them.

“And rightly guided is he who takes shelter in you.”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera
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