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Ց
ǷࢫȆ Ցʆ

In the name of God, 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

“O mankind! If you have a doubt about 
the Resurrection, (consider) that We 

created you out of dust…”

QUR’AN (22:5)
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“From dust we were created, to dust we will 

return. May we become the source of delight for 

our Father of Dust.”
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“So Alláh (swt) asked them, 'Am 
I not your Lord?' All of them 
replied, 'Why not!' Then Alláh 
(swt) asked, 'Is Muhammad not 
My messenger?' They all replied, 
'Indeed, he is�' 

Then He (swt) asked, 'Is Ali not 
the chief and the ruler of the 
believers?' So all the creatures 
refused and were arrogant of your 
ZLOD\ÃK�� 7KH\� GLVREH\HG� H[FHSW�
for some few people and they are 
very few and it is they, who are on 
the right hand�”

�+D\DW�$O�4XOXE�9RO��
Muhammad Baqir Majlisi

“The Divine 

Revelation did 

declare your 

commissioned

leadership, and 

the Messenger 

made a covenant 

with the people 

(that they would 

be under your 

leadership).”

-Ziyarat al Ghadeer

“Fulfi ll My covenant [upon you] that I will fulfi ll your covenant 

[from Me], and be afraid of [only] Me.”

 SURAH AL-BAQARAH, VERSE: 40

֛ղծ֜� Փɰɽ
Ւȍ Ցɸ ՕȲȆ
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Ւ
Ƿࢫʅ Փȯ Օɺ

Ցɐ ՓȊࢫȄɽ
Ւ
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Ց
Ƿ

The Covenant
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Prolouge
“What blame would people place upon me  if I were to name you as 

‘Abu Turab’. You are my brother, and my Vizier and my Caliph among 

my family. You will fulfill my debts and my responsibilities. The one 

who loves you during my life-time, I  shall judge Paradise for him, and 

the one who loves you after my lifetime, Alláh (swt) would seal the 

security, and the faith for him…”1 

-Prophet Muhammad (s)

 

T
he Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (a), is known by 
numerous different epithets� Whether they are present in 
the Noble Qur’an, were given to him by Rasulullah (s) or even 
chosen by himself, all are testimonials to his phenomenal 

SHUVRQDOLW\��7KHVH�WLWOHV�QRW�RQO\�UHŴHFW�WKH�PXOWLSOH�G\QDPLFV�RI�KLV�
unmatched characteristics, but they also unveil secrets of his life�

7KH� WLWOH� ŏ)DWKHU� RI� 'XVWŐ�� DOVR� NQRZQ� DV� “Abu Turab”, is a thought 
provoking title that was gifted to Amirul Momineen (a) by Rasulullah 
(s)� It is not only the most elegant and noble title of Imam Ali (a) but 
was also amongst his favorites� While tying it up with one of the 
integral elements, which our Creator has used for His creation, the 
Prophet (s) has indicated the mysterious virtues of Imam Ali (a)� This 
DOVR�UHŴHFWV�WKH�LPPHQVH�ORYH�DQG�WUXVW�LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS��6LPLODU�
to how the farmer carefully cultivates the land before sowing the 
seed, Rasulullah’s (s) diligent guidance throughout Imam Ali’s (a) life, 
SUHSDUHG�KLP�WR�FDUU\�DOO�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�NQRZOHGJH�WR�OHDG�WKH�8PPDK�
after him (s)� However, it is clear that Rasulullah (s) knew how many 
would misunderstand the merits of Amirul Momineen (a) through this 
name�

{�,ODO�DO�VKDUD\Lō��9ROXPH����&K������+DGLWK���
 

10  |  7KH�)DWKHU�RI�'XVW�
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'XVW� �Turab) has played a powerful role in the existence of the vast 
XQLYHUVH��LQFOXGLQJ�PDQNLQG��,WV�VLJQLƓ�FDQFH�LV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
$GDP��D��DQG�LQ�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�'D\�RI�-XGJHPHQW��%RWK�HQFDSVXODWH�
WKH�FRQFHSWV�DURXQG�ZLOD\ÃK��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�'LYLQH�OHDGHUVKLS���

Similar to Imam Ali (a), this element also has many different names� Some 
would call it clay in the creation of Adam (a) and others would long to 
EH�D�GXVW�SDUWLFOH�RQ�WKH�'D\�RI�-XGJHPHQW��:KHUHDV�LQ�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�
two events, it changes its form to be recognized as soil, a crucial asset to 
VXVWDLQ�OLIH�RQ�(DUWK��7KLV�ERRN�ZLOO�KLJKOLJKW�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�YDULRXV�SKUDVHV�
to assist in understanding parts of Imam Ali’s (a) complex personality�

Sheikh al-Sadooq in his book Ilal al-sharayi’, explains the merits of the 
name “Abu Turab”�  He reports that once Abayah ibn Rab’i  asked Ibn 
Abbas as to why the Holy Prophet (s) addressed Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) as 
“Abu Turab”?

+H�UHSOLHG��ŏ%HFDXVH�$OL��D��LV�WKH�PDVWHU�RI�WKH�(DUWK�DQG�$OO£KōV�SURRI�
upon its inhabitants after him (s)� Through Ali (a) is its survival and due 
to him (a) is its stability�” Ibn Abbas further explained, “I have heard from 
WKH�+RO\�3URSKHW��V�� WKDW�RQ�WKH�/DVW�'D\��XSRQ�VHHLQJ�WKH�UHZDUG�DQG�
EHQHYROHQFH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�6KLDV�RI�$OL� �D��E\�*RG�$OPLJKW\�� WKH� LQƓ�GHO�
will say: ‘O! I wish I were dust!’ i�e I wish I was one of the Shias of Ali (a)�” 
These words of the Prophet (s) are in reference to the following verse: 

�Ȇ ՎȉȄ Ցȳ
Ւ
ȕ� Ւșɳ

Ւ
ɟܣࢫ Փۚ

Ցȗ Օʊ
Ց
ɦࢫȆ Ցʆ� Ւȳ ՓɗȆ

Ց
ɢ
Օ
ɦȄ� Ւɤɽ Ւɜ Ցʈ Ցɼ

‘And the disbeliever will say: Oh, I wish that I were dust!’

 (Surah An-Naba, Verse, 40)

7KH�LQƓ�GHOV�ZRXOG�ORQJ�WR�FRPH�XQGHU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�,PDP�$OL��D��RQ�
WKDW�'D\�RI�-XGJHPHQW�DQG�ZRXOG�IHHO� OLNH�RUSKDQV��+RZHYHU��QRWKLQJ�
ZLOO�EHQHƓ�W�WKHP�WKHQ��DV�WKH\�KDG�UHMHFWHG�WKHLU�VSLULWXDO�IDWKHU�GXULQJ�
the time that they had spent on earth� 

Before discerning the connection of this title with Imam Ali (a) one must 
perceive the relationship of the farmer with his land� In the context of the 
Abu Turab, Imam Ali (a) was continuously and carefully trained by the 
Holy Prophet (s) to receive such divine duties�  |  11
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12  |  7KH�)DWKHU�RI�'XVW�

As arable land goes through the process of tillage by the farmer, Imam 
Ali (a) was showered with divine knowledge and guidance of the Holy 
Prophet (s) that enabled him to receive and protect the seed of religion 
on the Day of Ghadeer� This process of protection and giving life to the 
UHOLJLRQ�LV�WLHG�ZLWK�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�ZLOD\ÃK�WKDW�LQLWLDWHV�ZLWK�,PDP�$OL��D��

Indeed the true secret behind the meaning of “Father of Dust” lies with 
Alláh (swt) and the Masomeen (a), but perhaps Rasulullah (s) wanted to 
UHPLQG�XV�DERXW�RXU�SOHGJH�DQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�RI�'XVW��:H�
often forget that the pledge we had given—when Alláh (swt) created 
RXU�VRXOV��������ŋLV�EHLQJ�WHVWHG�WKH�PRPHQW�ZH�JDLQ�OLIH�ZLWKLQ�RXU�
GXVW\�IUDPHV�WLOO�ZH�UHWXUQ�WR�RXU�GXVW\�ƓQDO�DERGHV��

3HUKDSV�KH��V��ZDQWHG�XV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�ZLOD\ÃK�RI�
Amirul Momineen (a) will give humans a purpose and meaning in their 
life� A life in which humans embark on a straight path to reach the peak 
of servitude� 

In this life we are given the opportunity to become incredible individuals 
E\�XQORFNLQJ�RXU�SRWHQWLDO��+RZHYHU��ZLWKRXW�HPEUDFLQJ�WKH�ZLOD\ÃK��
FDQ�ZH�WUXO\�FRPH�XQGHU�WKH�JXDUGLDQVKLS�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�RI�'XVW"�

We pray this book, with the blessings of Alláh, will help us in reaching 
closeness to “Abu Turab” so we come under his protection in this world 
and the Hereafter�

“Rejoice therefore in the pledge which you have 

made; and that is the mighty achievement.”

- Ziyarat al Ghadeer

҇HȐцȐȃɜ�ҫү

ҫҴɜȣ��ɤȵȣȨȬȬǸȣѮ�ҫүүҭ�� ѱ�

Tahira
PART 2 of 5: GUIDANCE



�ɤȨȇǸȽȃȐ
Guidance towards virtuous actions is 

sought through faith while guidance 

towards faith is achieved through 

virtuous actions.

-ALI IBN ABI TALIB (a) 

Nahjul Balagha, Sermon # 155
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Once a seed is sowed in the soil, it goes through the process of 
germination during which certain factors (Oxygen, Heat, Water and 
Temperature) need to be maintained� Some are controlled within the 
soil, whereas the other factors are dependent on divine intervention for 
a successful process� 

:KLOH�EHLQJ� WKH�)DWKHU�RI�'XVW��$PLUXO�0RPLQHHQ� �D��KHOG�RQ� WR� WKH�
trust of Alláh and under the care of divine guidance he strategized his 
position after the demise of the Holy Prophet (s)� Similarly, soil maintains 
an optimal temperature that aids the seed to ground its roots� 

Once Imam Ali’s (a) rightful leadership was denied by the people, he 
became the only source of guidance for all� Aside from being the leader 
RI�WKH�8PPDK��DQ� ,PDP�LV�DOVR�D�JXLGH�IRU�DOO�RI�$OO£KōV�FUHDWLRQ�� ,W� LV�
the responsibility of the Imam to remain approachable on all occasions 
and direct the creation towards the straight path� The Imam remains in 
constant actions and maintains the optimal surroundings to protect the 
religion at all times� 

To many, it seems that in the span of 25 years after the Prophet (s), Imam 
Ali (a) sat quietly and didn’t showcase any activities for the religion� 
In reality, it was him who was continuously maintaining, guiding and 
protecting the seed of religion� Those who were sitting on the pulpits 
also knew that without the immense guidance of Amirul Momineen (a), 
the religion would crumble because of their deeds� Hence, it was always 
the door of Imam Ali (a) that they resorted to for guidance, at times of 
WKHLU�GLIƓFXOWLHV��

In the Noble Qur’an, the Almighty Alláh (swt) has referred to Amirul 
Momineen (a) as His straight path, the rightly guided and as the source 
through which He channels His divine guidance to those who seek�

Guidance
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Surah & Verse Words Meaning

Al-Fatiha:6 � Ցɯʊ Փɜ
Ցȗ Օȸ
Ւ Օ
�Ȅם

Ց
ɆȄ Ցȳ Փ

ՔɀɦȄ The Straight Path

Al-Baqarah:2 ՒȈȆ Ցȗ Փɡ
Օ
ɦȄ The Book

Al-Baqarah:38 ՑʅȄ Ցȯ Ւɸ� My Guidance

An-Nisa: 174 Ȇ Վɳʋ Փȍ
էɭࢫȄ ՎȲɽ

Ւ
ɱ� A Clear Light

Al-Maidah:13 Ցɯ Փɨ
Ց
ɢ
Օ
ɦȄ The Words

Al-An'am:90
Ւɻ
զ
ɨɦȄࢫɾ Ցȯ Ցɸ� Ցɵʆ Փȱ

զ
ɦȄ� Ցɣ ՓȀ

ՙՑ
ɦɼ
Ւ
Ƿ

They are the ones whom 
Alláh has guided.

Al-An'am:122 Ȅ ՎȲɽ
Ւ
ɱ  A Light 

Al-An'am:153 Ȇ Վɮʊ Փɜ
Ցȗ Օȸ Ւɭࢫʎ ՓɇȄ Ցȳ Փȿ My Straight Path

Taha: 126 Ȇ Ցɳ
Ւ
ȕȆ Ցʆǵ Our Signs

Taha: 127 Փɻ Փ
Քȋ ՑȲ� ՓȔȆ ՑʆǶ Փȉ� The Signs of his Lord.

Taha: 135

ՓɆȄ Ցȳ Փ
ՔɀɦȄ� ՒȈȆ Ցݰ Օܵ Ց

Ƿ
ɾ̔ Ցȯ Ցȗ ՕɸȄ� Փɵ

Ցɭ Ցɼ� Փ
Քʅ Փɽ

զȸɦȄ�

The possessors of the 
right path, and who is 
[rightly] guided.’

Al-Mu'minun:10
Ցɰɽ
Ւ
ț ՓȲȄ
Ցɽ
Օ
ɦȄ The Inheritors

Al-Mu'minun:11 Ցȶ Օɼ ՑȮ Օȳ Փɘ
Օ
ɦȄ�
Ցɰɽ
Ւ
ț Փȳ
Ցʆ� Ցɵʆ Փȱ

զ
ɦȄ� Who shall inherit paradise.

An-Nur:54
Ւɷɽ Ւɐʊ ՓɈ

Ւ
ȕ If you obey him.

Ǹɜ�Ǹ��ȵǸȽȃȐ�
Quranic Reference



Guide us to the straight path. (6)

Surah Al-Fatiha, Verse: 6

The Straight Path of Alláh

�֛ մ֜� Ցɯʊ Փɜ
Ցȗ Օȸ
Ւ Օ
�Ȅם

Ց
ɆȄ Ցȳ Փ

ՔɀɦȄࢫȆ
Ց
ɱ Փȯ

ՕɸȄ
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The Noble Qur’an not only begins with the introduction of the 
Almighty, but  also mentions a beautiful dua that is presented in 
the verse above� This verse indicates that there will always remain 
a path of guidance for humanity� It is for us to take initiative to be 
JXLGHG��DQG�IROORZ�WKDW�VWUDLJKW�SDWK�WR�UHDS�WKH�EHQHƓ�WV� IURP�WKH�
OLJKW�RI�'LYLQH�JXLGDQFH��7KH�+RO\�3URSKHW��V��KDG�GLUHFWHG�XV�LQ�KLV�
ODVW�VHUPRQ�DV�WR�ZKR�LV�TXDOLƓ�HG�IRU�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�ZKR�VKRXOG�
people adhere to after him� 

In respect to this verse, Abu Basir narrates from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq 
(a) who said, 

“It refers to the path and knowledge of the Imam.”

Abu Basir also said, "My father related to me from Hammad, from 
Imam Sadiq (a) that 'The straight path' refers to The Commander of 
the Faithful (a)�"

,W�LV�DOVR�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�%LKDU�DO�$QZDU���Y������S�����QR�����WKDW�,PDP�
Jafar al-Sadiq (a) had said, “There are two paths, a path in this world 
and a path in the Hereafter� As for the path that is in this world, it is 
the Imam towards whom obedience is obligatory; he who knows him 
in this world and follows his guidance will pass the path, which is a 
bridge over hell in the Hereafter; and he who does not know him in 
this world, his foot will stumble over the path in the Hereafter, so it 
IDOOV�LQ�WKH�Ɠ�UH�RI�KHOO�Ő
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““

”

I am about to answer the call (of death). Verily, 

I have left two precious things (thaqalayn) 

among you, one of which is greater than the 

other,

the Book of God and my ‘Itrah, 

my Ahlul Bayt.

So watch out how you treat them after me. 

For, indeed, they will never separate until they 

return to me by the side of the Pond.

-Prophet Muhammad (s)

[Hadith al-Thaqalayn]



This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those 

conscious of Alláh .

Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse: 2

Guidance for the Godwary

��֛ հ֜� Ցɰ؈ Փɜ
զȗ Ւɮ
Օ
ɨ Փ
Ք
ɦࢫɾ Վȯ Ւɸ�ѷ� Փɻʊ Փɗ�ѷ� Ցȑ

Օʈ ՑȲࢫ
Ց
ַ� ՒȈȆ Ցȗ Փɡ

Օ
ɦȄ� Ցɣ Փɦ

ՙՑ
Ȱ�
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Alláh (swt) has concealed many of His divine secrets within the Noble 
Qur’an� This book carries the prescription to cure the darkness of 
LJQRUDQFH�� $OWKRXJK� DQ\RQH� FDQ� VHHN� EHQHƓ�WV� IURP� WKLV� ERRN�� WKH�
secrets of this book can only be unlocked with the right key� This key 
is Godwariness� Those who are Godwary, remain conscious about 
the Creator in all of their actions and adhere to their pledges—this 
pledge was reminded, delivered and renewed on the Day of Ghadeer.
Therefore, once the lock is opened, the divine guidance seeps through 
WKLV�ERRN�DQG�UHVWV�LQ�WKRVH�KHDUWV�WKDW�DUH�SXULƓ�HG�ZLWK�WKH�ZLOD\ÃK�RI�
Amirul Momineen (a)—for he (a) is the medium of guidance for creation�

“I am 

the lamp of guidance.

 I am the key to Godwariness.”

- Imam Ali (a)*


�DO�7XWXQML\\D��6HUPRQ�RI�WKH�*XOI��
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Al-Ayyashi reported from some of his companions from Imam Jafar al-
Sadiq (a) who explained this verse in the following words, “Ali’s Book, 
in which there is no doubt, is a guidance to the Godwary�” He added,

"The Godwary are our Shi‘a, our partisans, who 

believe in the Unseen, establish prayer, spend 

what we have provided them with, and 

disseminate what we have taught them.”

“You all are the 

Imams, rightly 

guiding, 

well-guided, 

infallible…(Alláh) 

equipped you with 

His guidance.”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera 



� Օɯ Փڈ
Օٕ Ցɨ Ցɏ�

Տ
ɖ Օɽ

Ց
ȫࢫ

Ց
ֺ
Ց
ɗ� ՑʅȄ Ցȯ Ւɸ� Ցɑ Փȍ

Ց
ȕࢫɵ Ցɮ

Ց
ɗࢫɾ Վȯ Ւɸܣࢫ Փ

Քۚ
Փ
Քɭࢫɯ

Ւ
ɡ զɳ Ցʋ Փȕ

Օ
Ǹ ՑʆࢫȆ զɭ ՓǼ

Ց
ɗ�

֛ձն֜�
Ցɰɽ
Ւ
ɱ Ցȵ ՕȨ Ցʆ� Օɯ Ւɸࢫ

Ց
ַ Ցɼ

“And when guidance comes to you from Me, whoever follows

My guidance - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will 

they grieve.”

Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse: 38

Divine Counselor
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“Peace be upon 

the Imams, the 

heralds, 

the leaders, 

the guides.”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera 

It is reported in Tafsir Al-Ayyashi from 
Jabir who said, "I asked Abu Ja‘far (a) 
about the inward commentary of the 
above verse� Imam Muhmmad Baqir 
(a) replied, 

'Guidance refers to Imam Ali (a).'" 

Al-Bursi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas in 
respect to the meaning of this verse 
that he said, "Guidance refers to Ali ibn 
Abi Talib (a)� As to His words, 

'Rather We have brought them 

their reminder', (23:71), they refer 

to Ali (a) too."
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� Օɯ
Ւ
ɡ Օʊ
Ց
ɦ ՓǻࢫȆ

Ցɳ
Օ
ɦ Ցȵɱ

Ց
Ƿ Ցɼ� Օɯ

Ւ
ɡ Փ
Քȋ զȲࢫɵ Փ

Քɭ� ՏɰȆ Ցɸ Օȳ Ւȉࢫɯ
Ւ
ɟ ՑǴȆ Ցȡ� Օȯ

Ց
ɛ� ՒȶȆ զɳɦȄࢫȆ Ցڈ էٱ

Ց
ǷࢫȆ Ցʆ�

֛կյղ֜��Ȇ Վɳʋ Փȍ
էɭࢫȄ ՎȲɽ

Ւ
ɱ

O mankind, there has come to you a conclusive proof from your Lord, 

and We have sent down to you a clear light.

Surah An-Nisa, Verse: 174

A Clear Light

In the Noble Qur’an the Almighty has referred to the Imams as the 
FOHDU� OLJKW� LQ� YDULRXV� SODFHV� ������� ����������� ������ HWF���2QH� RI� WKH�
characteristics of light is that it enlightens surfaces regardless of its 
intensity� Coincidentally, light is also a medium which is widely used by 
mankind to measure the distances between and within the universes� 
Light rays are an integral source of life for all living organisms, as is 
ZLOD\ÃK��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�ZRUG�‘Nur’—that is used in various verses in the 
context of transitioning from the darkness of ignorance to the light of 
JXLGDQFHŋLV�DOZD\V�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�VLQJXODU�IRUP��,W�QRW�RQO\�VLJQLƓHV�
LWV�RULJLQDWLRQ�IURP�$OO£K��EXW�IXUWKHU�OLQNV�WKH�FKDLQ�RI�ZLOD\ÃK�WR�WKH�
Creator� In relation to the light of the Prophet (s) and Ahlul Bayt (a), they 
DUH�21(�OLJKW��FRPLQJ�IURP�21(�VRXUFH��2XU�ƓUVW� LV�0XKDPPDG��D���
our middle is Muhammad (a), and our last is Muhammad (a)�

If one keeps these qualities of light in mind, it becomes evident that 
Alláh (swt) wants to remind us that our spiritual survival is linked through 
the Imams, and their light isn’t limited to this planet alone� Their light 
illuminates the entirety of galaxies, those far beyond the observable 
universe� The Imams are the holders of the Almighty’s guidance and 
they guide everyone during their period� However, only those who 
UHPDLQ� LQ� WKH� ULJKW� IUDPH�RI�ZLOD\ÃK�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�DEVRUE� WKH�
light of guidance to enlighten their souls� As for others, although the 
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OLJKW�UHDFKHV�WKHP��WKHLU� LJQRUDQFH�IURP�ZLOD\ÃK�GHŴ�HFWV�WKDW� OLJKW�
and pushes them aways from the course of the straight path� 

This is comparable to how soil works when the seed is planted� The 
soil microbes move and produce their magic to crack open the seed 
and bring about new life� Although, if the seed is dead inside or won’t 
accept the process, it will never reach its true form� Similarly, those 
who accept Abu Turab and trust his authority will be able to utilize 
the guidance from the Imam of time (atf) and will gain salvation�

It is mentioned by Ayyashi, once Abd Alláh ibn Sulayman asked Imam 
Jafar al-Sadiq (a) about this verse� The Imam (a) reffered ‘proof from 
your Lord’ to Prophet Muhammad (a) and ‘the light’ to Imam Ali (a)� 

Ali ibn Ibrahim reported that the light is the Imamate of the 
Commander of the Faithful (a)� Then he (the Imam) said,"As for those 
who believe in God and hold fast to Him, He will admit them to His 
mercy and grace�"

The Imam (a) further explained that they are those who stick to the 
friendship of  Ali, the Commander of the Faithful and the Imams (a)�

“Alláh created 

you as lights…

you are the light 

of the 

upright ones.”

-Ziyarat 

Jamia al Kabeera

“I am the light of 

lights. I am that light 

from which Moses 

borrowed guidance.” 

-Imam Ali (a)

[Sermon of the Gulf)]
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�Ѳ��
Վ
ȓ Ցʊ ՓȷȆ

Ց
ɛ� Օɯ Ւڈ Ց٭ɽ

Ւ
ɨ
Ւ
ɛࢫȆ Ցɳ

Օ
ɨ Ցɐ Ցȡ Ցɼ� Օɯ ՒɸȆ զɳ Ցɐ

Ց
ɦ� Օɯ Ւɺ

Ց
ɛȆ
Ց
ȝʊ Փ
Քɭࢫɯ Փɺ ՓɄ

Օɜ
Ց
ɱࢫȆ Ցɮ Փȍ

Ց
ɗ

Ѷ� Փɻ ՓȉࢫȄɼ
Ւȳ Փ
Ք
ɟ
Ւ
ȰࢫȆ զɮ Փ

ՔɭࢫȆ
ե
Ɍ ՑȧࢫȄɽ Ւȸ

Ց
ɲ Ցɼ�ѵ� Փɻ Փɐ ՓɃȄ Ցɽ զɭࢫɵ Ցɏ� Ցɯ Փɨ

Ց
ɢ
Օ
ɦȄ�
Ցɰɽ
Ւ
ɗՓ
Քȳ ՑȨ Ւʆ

So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed them and made their 

hearts hard. They alter words from their [proper] usages and have 

forgotten a portion of that of which they were reminded.

Surah Al-Maidah, Verse: 13

The Forgotten Words

It has been made clear in the Noble Qur’an that those who have broken 
their covenants would never be able to understand or receive the 
guidance of God as He (swt) has closed their hearts� This concept has 
been repeated many times in the Book� An example of which can be 
IRXQG�LQ��������ZKLFK�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�0XQDƓTHHQ��7KH�$OPLJKW\�VD\V�

“That is because they believed, and then they disbelieved; 

so their hearts were sealed over, and they do not

 understand (63:3).” 

Ali ibn Ibrahim reported about this verse that the Imam (a) said, “That is 
breaking the pledge of the Commander of the Faithful�  About His words, 
‘We��� made their hearts hard, they alter words from their context’, Alláh  
(swt) has referred to those who made the Commander of the Faithful to 
turn away from his (rightful) place�”

As for Imam Ali’s (a) reference as “Words”, it is also supported in another 
verse i�e ‘And He made it a word remaining among his (Ibrahim's)
descendants that they might return [to it] (43:28)’, where it is referred 
to Imamate�

6RXUFHV��7KH�/XPLQRXV�)ODVKHV�����VW�1DPH���$O�%XUKDQ��9RO����SJ�����
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�ʏ Փࢭ� Փɻ Փȉܣࢫ Փۜ آ
Օɮ ՑʆࢫȄ ՎȲɽ

Ւ
ɱ� Ւɻ

Ց
ɦࢫȆ Ցɳ

Օ
ɨ Ցɐ Ցȡ Ցɼ� ՒɷȆ Ցɳ Օʋ Ցʊ Օȧ

Ց
Ǹ
Ց
ɗࢫȆ Վȗ Օʊ Ցɭ� ՑɰȆ

Ց
ɠࢫɵ Ցɭ Ցɼ

Ց
Ƿ

� Ցɣ Փɦ
ՙՑ
ȱ
Ց
ɟ�Ѷ�Ȇ Ցڈ Օٔ Փ

Քɭ� ՐȠՓȲȆ
Ց
Ȭ Փȉ�

Ցȹ Օʋ
Ց
ɦ� ՓȔȆ Ցɮ

Ւ
ɨ
է
ɌɦȄࢫʏ Փࢭ�

Ւɻ
Ւ
ɨ
Ց
ȝ զɭࢫɵ Ցɮ

Ց
ɟ� ՓȶȆ զɳɦȄ

�֛ կհհ֜��
Ցɰɽ
Ւ
ɨ Ցɮ Օɐ ՑʇࢫȄɽ

Ւ
ɱȆ
Ց
ɠࢫȆ Ցɭ� ՑɵʈՓȳ ՓɗȆ

Ց
ɢ
Օ
ɨ Փɦ�
Ցɵ Փ
Քʈ Ւȴ

Can he who was dead, to whom We gave life, and provided him 

a light by which he walks amongst men, be like him who is in the 

depths of darkness, from which he can never come out? Thus to 

those without faith their own deeds seem pleasing.

Surah Al-An'am, Verse: 122

The Light of Guidance

As recorded in al-Ayyashi, Burayd al-Ijli reported the following 
conversation with Imam Muhammad Baqir (a) for this verse:

,PDP��D���ŏ'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�ŌGHDG�SHUVRQō�LV�"Ő�

Burayd: “May I be your ransom! No indeed!”

Imam (a): “The dead person is the one who knows nothing, so we gave 
him life through this affair (i�e� our friendship and guardianship)�”

Then the Imam (a) recited this verse� “���provided him with a light by which 
he walks amongst men” and said, “That is an Imam whom he takes as an 
example�” Burayd further asked, “What about His words, ‘Like him who is 
in the depths of darkness, from which he can never come out?’”

Imam Baqir (a) signaled by hand and said: “Like this creation that does 
not know the Imam (a)�”

In another narration Imam Muhammad Baqir (a) said: “The dead person 
is one who does not recognise this authority; and a light is an Imam 
whom he can follow, meaning Ali ibn Abi Talib (a)�"

6RXUFHV��7KH�/XPLQRXV�)ODVKHV�����WK�1DPH���$O�$\\DVKL��9RO����SJ������
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� Ցɪ Ւȍ էȸɦȄࢫȄɽ Ւɐ Փȍ
զ
Ș
Ց
ȕࢫ
Ց
ַ Ցɼ��Ѳ�� Ւɷɽ Ւɐ Փȍ

զȕȆ
Ց
ɗࢫȆ Վɮʊ Փɜ

Ցȗ Օȸ Ւɭࢫʎ ՓɇȄ Ցȳ ՓȿࢫȄ
Ց
ȱ
ՙՑɸ� զɰ

Ց
Ƿ Ցɼ

Փɻ Փȉࢫɯ
Ւ
ɟȆ զȿ Ցɼ� Օɯ

Ւ
ɡ Փɦ
ՙՑ
Ȱ�Ѷ� Փɻ Փɨʊ ՓȎ

Ցȷࢫɵ Ցɏ� Օɯ
Ւ
ɡ Փȉ�

Ցɚ զȳ Ցɘ Ցȗ
Ց
ɗ

֛կճձ֜��
Ցɰɽ Ւɜ զȗ

Ց
ȕ� Օɯ

Ւ
ɡ
զ
ɨ Ցɐ
Ց
ɦ�

And, this is My straight path, so follow it; and do not follow [other] 

ways, for you will be separated from His way. This has He instructed 

you that you may become righteous. 

Surah Al-An'am, Verse: 153

The Path of Success

6RXUFH��7KH�/XPLQRXV�)ODVKHV�����WK��1DPH�

In the narration as reported in al-
Ayyashi, Imam Muhammad Baqir (a) 
explained to Burayd al-Ijli that (My 
straight path) means Friendship with 
Ali and the executors, whereas (so 
follow it) refers to following Imam Ali 
(a) and (do not follow [other] ways) is 
pointed towards the friendship with 
so-and-so and so-and-so�

Ali ibn Ibrahim reported from Abu 
Basir who narrated from Imam 
Muhammad Baqir (a) that he (a) said: 
“We are the way, so he who refuses 
these ways has verily disbelieved�” 
Whereas Abu Hamza al-Thumali 
narrated from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a) 
that once he asked for an explanation 
for this verse so the Imam (a) replied,

“It’s by God, Ali. He is, by God, the 
path and the scale.”

‘The straight path is 

the Commander of the 

Faithful, Ali (a).’ *

-Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a)


�0DōDQL�DO�$NKEDU��S������QR���
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[Alláh ] will say, "Thus did Our signs come to you, and you forgot 

them; and thus will you this Day be forgotten." (126) And thus do We 

recompense he who transgressed and did not believe in the signs of 

his Lord…(127)

Surah Taha, Verses: 126 & 127 

A Supreme Sign of the Creator

It is the immense mercy of the Creator through which He provided 
D�PHDQV�RI�JXLGDQFH�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI����,PDPV��7KH\�
DUH�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLƓ�FDQW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI�RXU�/RUG��7KH�V\VWHP�RI�
‘Imamate’ that He established, after the Prophethood, is the sign of 
His grace and everlasting wisdom� The Almighty created this chain 
RI�JXLGDQFH�VR�QR�RQH�RQ�WKH�'D\�RI�-XGJHPHQW�FRXOG�EULQJ�DQ�
argument that he was left without a guide� As Alláh (swt) clearly 
PHQWLRQHG�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�,PDP�LQ�6XUDK�$U�5DōG��������

ŏ<RX�DUH�RQO\�D�ZDUQHU��0XQ]LU��DQG��WKHUH�LV��D�JXLGH��+DDG��IRU�
every people.” 

This verse which is revealed in the honor of Imam Ali (a), is a 
VLJQLƓ�FDQW�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�D�GLYLQH�JXLGH��ZKR�
will carry the authority to lead and guide everyone in every era� 

With reference to the above verses of Surah Taha, Abu Basir 
reported the following conversation from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a), 
LQ�ZKLFK� ,PDP� �D��H[SODLQHG� WR�KLP� WKH�PDWWHU�RI�ZLOD\ÃK� � LQ� WKH�
following way�



"Whoever is not guided by you (Ali), has 

never found the way to Alláh or to me." 

- Prophet Muhammad 

-Ziyarat al Ghadeer 
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Imam (a): “This verse ‘And whoever turns away from My 
remembrance - indeed, he will have a depressed 
OLIHř��������ō��UHIHUV�WR�WKH�IULHQGVKLS�RI�WKH�
Commander of the Faithful� 

Abu Basir: “What about His words: 
ŌDQG� RQ� WKH� 'D\� RI� 5HVXUUHFWLRQ� :H�
VKDOO�UDLVH�KLP�EOLQGō"���������Ő

Imam (a): “He is blind (with respect to the 
sense of sight) in the Hereafter and is blind 
(with respect to the heart) in this world 
to the friendship of the Commander of 
the Faithful� He will also be perplexed 
RQ�WKH�'D\�RI�5HVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO�DVN�
the Almighty: ‘Why have You raised me 
blind, though I used to see?’ ”

Then Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a) recited the 
DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� YHUVHV� ������������� DQG� VDLG� WKH�
following words�

“The Almighty will respond to him, 
with the words that are mentioned in 
these verses, saying, ‘ So it is� Our signs 
came to you�’ O Abu Basir, the signs refer to 
the Imams (a)�”
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It is they who will be the inheritors, (10) who shall inherit paradise

and will remain in it [forever]. (11)

Surah Al-Mu'minun, Verses: 10 & 11

Inheritors of Paradise

The guidance of the Imams is a guaranteed path to success� The Imams 
are the inheritors of paradise and are the most revered intermediaries 
between God and us� One can surely achieve paradise, by simply 
following their path and acting upon their guidance�   

However, it is essential to know ourselves well to attain their guidance� 
Being the receptors of guidance requires self control and the ability 
to adapt� One has to negate their own thought processes for the 
implementation of an action, and remain humble whilst seeking help 
IURP�WKH�'LYLQH�

Thereafter, those who sincerely seek the help from these heavenly 
authorities and whose hearts carry the love of the Ahlul Bayt (a), receive 
this guidance� To many, the guidance might not give a straightforward 
PHVVDJH��+RZHYHU��XSRQ�UHŴ�HFWLRQ��RQH�FDQ�Ɠ�QG�D�IRROSURRI�VROXWLRQ�WR�
his problems� This solution can safeguard him from the tricks of Satan�  

Shaykh al-Tusi mentioned a narration from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a) 
who reported from his father (a) about the account of the birth of the 
Commander of the Faithful� He (a) said, “When Rasulullah (s) held Imam 
Ali (a) in his arms, he (a) opened his eyes, trembled with joy, laughed and 
sent his salutation to the Prophet (s)� 

64  | 7KH�)DWKHU�RI�'XVW



  |  65Guidance6RXUFH��7KH�/XPLQRXV�)ODVKHV�����WK��1DPH�

7KHQ� ,PDP�$OL� �D�� VRXJKW�*RGōV�SHUPLVVLRQ�DQG� UHFLWHG� WKH�Ɠ�UVW� ���
verses of Surah Al-Mu'minun� Thereafter, Rasulullah (a) said: 


2�$OL��0XPLQHHQ�DUH�SURVSHURXV�WKURXJK�\RX��<RX�DUH��E\�*RG��
WKHLU�FRPPDQGHU��<RX�JLYH�WKHP�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH��VR�WKH\�DUH�
FRQYH\HG� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV�� <RX� DUH�� E\� *RG�� WKHLU� JXLGH�� DQG�

through you, they are  guided.'”

“Through you can the way to Paradise

 be taken”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera 
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’If you obey him, you will be guided.’ That is, 

if you obey Ali (a), you will be guided.”

6RXUFH��7KH�/XPLQRXV�)ODVKHV�����UG��1DPH�
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And if you obey him, you will be guided, and the Apostle’s duty is 

only to communicate in clear terms.

 Surah An-Nur, Verse: 54

A Shepherd of Guidance

7KURXJKRXW� KLV� OLIH�� 7KH�+RO\� 3URSKHW� �V�� UHPLQGHG� WKH�8PPDK�RQ�
various occasions that the guidance of Amirul Momineen (a) is similar 
to his (s)�  The one who obeys him (a), will triumph� Similar to a shepherd, 
Imam Ali (a) protected and diligently guided people; especially those 
who were able to recognise his authority after the Prophet’s (s) tragic 
demise� Amirul Momineen (a) never discriminated in 

providing guidance to anyone who 
reached his doorstep� As the holder 
of Alláh’s authority, he exercised His 
PHUF\�WR�EHQHƓ�W�PDQ\�DQG�NHSW�WKH�

doors of guidance open to all� 

In respect to this verse, Isa ibn 
'DZXG�DO�1DMMDU�UHSRUWHG�IURP�,PDP�

Musa al-Kadhim (a) who narrated 
IURP� KLV� IDWKHU� �D�� ZKR� VDLG�� ŏ���8SRQ�

you rests, what is laid on you of the 
covenants which God has taken with you in 

respect to Amirul Momineen Ali (a)� He (swt) has made clear to you in 
the Qur’an concerning obedience to him (a) through His words:
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May He grant me success 

in obedience to you,...and 

make me of those who 

are tracking your 

footsteps,

taking your path,

following your guidance.

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera.

"

"
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They are the ones whom Alláh has guided. So follow their 

guidance. Say, ‘I do not ask you any recompense for it. It is just an 

admonition for all the nations.’ 

Surah Al-An'am, Verse: 90

The Rightly Guided

Innately, mankind seeks guidance to gain success in the affairs of this 
temporary world� Attaining guidance from the correct source is the 
indication of willingness, patience, and focus that results in completion 
of the goal� 

For the ease of His creation, Almighty Alláh (swt), out of His grace & 
immense mercy, made Muhammad (s) as the Prophet to warn and chose 
$OL�LEQ�$EL�7DOLE��D��DV�D�JXDUGLDQ�WR�JXLGH�DOO���������+H��VZW��DSSRLQWHG�
them before bringing out His creation into existence to complete His 
argument on everyone� This guidance was present–before the existence 
of ignorance–and will remain till the last day� 

$V� WKLV�GLYLQH�JXLGDQFH�Ŵ�RZV� IURP� WKH�SXUHVW� VRXUFH�� WKH� WUDQVIHUULQJ�
mechanism should also be impeccable and perfect in its nature� 
Therefore, for achieving success in eternal life, Alláh (swt) has directed 
us to the Amirul Momineen (a) and the Imams� 

“(The Imams) are the arguments of Alláh against 
the inhabitants of the world, the Hereafter, and the 

former world.”
-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera 
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The veils of His guidance are only lifted through these infallible Imams–
who carefully guide the creation while adhering to the will of Alláh 
(swt)� This process of channeling the divine guidance, is protected and 
SXULƓ�HG�E\�WKH�&UHDWRU��7KURXJK�WKLV�SXUH�FKDLQ��WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�PDQNLQG�
is guaranteed�

In addition, the Almighty has also made the guidance boundless to the 
OLPLWV� RI� VSDFH� DQG� WLPH�� VR� DOO� RI�+LV� FUHDWLRQ� FDQ�EHQHƓ�W� IURP� LW�� ,W
V�
the only source to strengthen our spiritual connection which ensures 
our prosperity for this world and the next� Therefore, true success is 
concealed in following the guidance of these infallibles Imams (a) which 
will bring and keep us on the right path� 

It is recorded in Tafsir al-Ayyashi that once Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a) 
mentioned the above verse to a man who was directed to him (a) by Abd 
Alláh b� al-Hasan (al-Mahd)� The man had some questions regarding Hajj� 
Imam (a) answered all of his questions and told him, “I am amongst those 
about whom God said in His book...”, and then he (a) recited this verse� 

“Peace be upon 

the Imams, 

directors of 

right guidance.”

-Ziyarat 

Jamia al Kabeera 
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Say, ‘Everyone [of us] is waiting. So wait! Soon you will know who are 

the possessors of the right path, and who is [rightly] guided.’ 

Surah Taha, Verse: 135

Possessors of the Right Path
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Muhammad ibn al Abbas narrated from authentic sources from Imam 
Muhammad Baqir (a), who said, “Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) is the possessor of 
the right path� He is guided, who is guided to our friendship�” 

,Q�DQRWKHU�QDUUDWLRQ�,VD�LEQ�'DZXG�UHSRUWHG�IURP�,PDP�0XVD�DO�.DGKLP�
(a), who said, “I asked my father about this verse� He said, ‘The path is al-
Qa’im and the (rightly) guided is one who is guided to obedience toward 
KLP�ō�$V�LV�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�+LV�ZRUGV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�1REOH�4XUōDQ�����������
The Almighty has said, ‘Surely I am All-Forgiver toward him who repents, 
believes and acts righteously, and then is guided’� He said, ‘That means 
guided to our friendship�’”

Since this life is created as a test for mankind, Allah (swt) has kept the door 
of mercy and guidance open—and provided us the free will to understand 
this true path� Those who ponder on the verses of the Noble Qur’an with 
RSHQ�KHDUW��ZLOO�EH�JXLGHG�WR�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�ZLOD\ÃK�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�OHDGHUV�
�L�H�SRVVHVVRUV�RI� WKH�6LUDDW���2WKHUZLVH�� VKDPH�DQG�+HOOƓ�UH�ZLOO� UHDFK�
WKRVHŋRQ� WKH�'D\�RI� -XGJHPHQWŋZKR�ZRXOGQōW� KDYH� UHFRJQLVHG� WKHLU�
right nor truly accepted them�

“And rightly guided is he who takes shelter in you.”

-Ziyarat Jamia al Kabeera 


